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MISS MARGARET AMES AND ESCORT TALKING TO CAPTAIN HELM.

MISS AMES ON WAY TO COURT ROOM.
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MAY FOLLOW TRIAL
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GAS TRUST “MELON”
MAY BE CUT SOON
AT USERS EXPENSE

'Plans Said to Have Been Made to lssue Five Million

Dollars in New Securities Without
Additional Investment.

'SEEKING TO UTILIZE ENORMOUS SURPLUS

'Distribution May Be in Shape of Cash to Holders of

Stocks and Bonds, Or It May Take Shape
of New Bond Issue.

The biggest and juiciest ‘‘melon’’ ever cut in the se
curities of a Washington public service corporation, is du
to be carved at the annual meeting of the Washington Gas
Company on Monday next, #ceording to persistent and well-
authenticated reports in local investment cireles.

Just about $5,000,000 of new securities are to be issued
if the plan now outlined is carried out; and this Wurden of
$5,000,000 of new capitalization will be loaded upon Wash-
ington’s users of gas, without the investment of
tional dollar in the property of the company.

TRYS LONG TO FIND LOOPHOLE.

For years the Gas Monopoly has been tryving to figure

an add;

a loophole in the old law, or induce Congress to pass a
new law, that would permit the eapitalization of the im-
mense surplus which excessive prices of gas have enahled
the company to accumulate.

Nobody knows how great this surplus is today. The
Gas Company is compelled under the present law to make
an annual statement to Congress; but statements
are so mysterously arranged that they defy all effort to

-

these

determine anything about the real financial status of the
company.
No man has yvet been able to determine from the re-

ports what the company is earning or what it does with
its profits.
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